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T is hoped, that the Gentleman who 
wrote this Letter, * ma take it amiſi 
that. it: now P into whoſe 
Hand; it came Gees it Tt 2 4 Credit to 
bis own Party to have it appear, that thert is 
get left ſome Senſe of Honour and Honeſty 
-amrogeſt them. the Reader will not 
wodfder that he ſpeaks fo i 2 wcerely, aud plain 
1 — be tonſiders that it was written in 
confidence, and in his private Correſpon- 


© ence with a very particular Fi riend. 
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n Letter to 4 Friend in Town.. 
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7 OU know, my Friend, that I take 2 

8 great deal of pleaſure in communica- 

1 ting my Thoughts to You, eſpecially 
hen they are ſuch as lie heavy upon my Mind. 
T cannot forbear giving my {elf this Relief, and you 
are always ſo kind as to eſteem it the part of Friend · 

thip to bear with me in it. I need not tell you that 
my Sentiments in Matters relating both to Church 

and State, have been ever conformable to your 

own. The fame Fears, the fame Hopes, the ſame 

Joys, the fame Sorrows, have been hirherto en- 

tertained by us both. But I know not how it is: 
I cannot, by any means, enter into the meaſures 

_ of your laft Letter nor by any means receive 
that Satisfaction from ſome Appearances, which 
vou ſetm to have receivd. Whether it be that 
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your cloſer Converſation with ſome Perſons of 
refined Politicks in Town, hath a little alter'd 
your Soul from that regard to Right and Ju, 
which" ſeem'd once 'inflexibly to poſſeſs it; or 
that the Quiet and Compoſure of my Country 
Seat gives me more leiſure and inclination to me- 
lancholy Reflections; or what the Reoſon is, I am 
not able to fax, P 
be Day is ow bon, you tell me; Ve are juft 

nom coming into play again. The Credit of the Mini- 
try is gone : the Reputation of the Whigs ſimk to 
not hing : there are thoſe who have ſatisfied Her 
Majefty, that We are Her true Friends ; that the 
Houſe of Commons muft be diffolved; a Total Alte- 
ration made : and the like. How this would 
ance. have rejoiced my Heart, I need not tel] 
vou. But I confeſs, a walk or two in my Gar- 
den, and a Thought or two upon the Matter, 
hath made me at preſent entertain but too melan- 
choly Apprehenſions concerning this piece ot 
News, if you will give me leave to ſpeak my 
Mind freely, as J ſed to do, I will own to 
you, that I am quite ſick at the review of 
the Methods our Friends have uſed to gain 
this happy. . Proſpect, and at the Conſequen- 
ces, which at this time preſent themſelves to m 
Thoughts. Honour obtain'd by diſhonourab 
Means, muſt end in Diſhonour: And Honour 
obtain d by ſhaking the Publick Happineſs, is only 
a more viſible Dilgrace. Theſe are my Max- 


ims which recurr perpetually to my Mind at 


this time. Ba | rhe. | 

A little Patience might have made way. for our 
Friends, without that load of Irfamy which muſt 
now ſick to our Cauſe, till it hath eaten into it, 
and conſumed it. You and others, I find, fond- 
Iy imagine, that the late Tryal, and our Manage- 

15 | ment 
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F 
ment upon it, have laid the Foundation of our, 
Reign. But I fear, my Friend, that when 
the whole Matter comes to be ſedately con- 
ſidered, both the Tal, and our M.magement,, 
and the Mam who was the occaſion of all, will 
hang like a Mil{fone about the Neck of our Carſe, 
till it is funk lower than ever it hath yet been. 
| know ſeveral conſidering Perſons in our Parts, 
who were a little wavering before, now entirely 
confirm'd that the Tories care not if the Affairs 
of Europe be entirely confounded, fo their perſo- 
nal Ends be anſwered; and that no Methods are 
too bad for them to enconrage and make uſe of. 
And between Friends, a little more of the like 
Management cannot but alienate my felt from a 
Cauſe which I have hitherto been heartily enga- 
ged in. You know, that tho' I am for the Church, 

am for Religion too; and tho I join with the 
Tories, yet I took Qaths with a ſincere deſign of 
being faithful to them: And therefore von will 
not wonder if I look with grief upon fome Pro- 


ceedings. 
What defence ſhall we make for raiſing a Mob, 
upon the forementioned occaſion, where-ever we 
could? It cannot be palliated, it cannot be de- 
nied. To caſt it now upon the other Party, is on- 
ly adding to the Wickednefs: And to do it, as 
ſome of our Friends do, even whilft themſelves are 
boaſting of having the Mob againſt the Whigs, is 
too groſs and bare-faced a Contradiction. I have, 
to my grief, heard ſeveral glorying in it; AndI 
am my ſelf witneſs, that no care was on our ſide © 
taken to ſuppreſs it; but a great deal to hinder 
the puniſhment of any who were concerned 
in it. If ever there can be ſuch a thing as 
Rebellion againſt Queen, Lords, and Commons ; 
this may juſtly be ſo accounted. ' And this is our 
9 A 3 Glory, 
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Gum, which ought to be our Shame! What ſhall- 
we ſay to the Iiſults made upon the Sentence 
paſs d, by Bowfires, laminat ions, Riotous A4ſſem- 
blies, encouraged, or connived at amongſt us 
vniverſally? When it is asked, Are theſe the 
Men who are crying out upon others as the o- 
moters of Rebellion ; fs theſe the Paſfue, the Sub- 
miſtve Diſciples of the Croſs > What ſhall be an- 
ſwer'd to the Adverſaries? You know. what my 
Opinion hath always been of the other ſide: but 
I muſt own, that my Reading will not furniſh me 
with a Parallel, nor can I ſay that they have ever, 
upon ſo ſlight an occaſion, (a Man judicially 
call d to account) ſhewn ſo turbulent and ſediti- 
ous.2 Spirit. And put the Caſe that at this time, 
they had been as ready to return Injuries, as o- 
thers to offer them, and as deſirous of fomenting 
' Diſturbances as we have uſually thought them, 

What muſt have been the Event but ething 
terrible and bloody? ſomething which I cannot, 
without Horrour, think of? But it ſeems our 
Methods, which I uſed to think open, honeſt, 
and generous, muſt now be wholly alter d. No- 
thing is bad, ſo it be for a yood End : Nothing to 
be balk'd that can ſerve a Purpoſe. Nor hath our 
eat Management ſtop d at theſe Tumults, and In- 
Fit: upon the whole Legiſlature, by which we have 
ſhewn our value to our Confiztution. If all the 
Proſelytes we have gain'd, and all the Ignorant 
Men and Wicmen we have ſpirited up for us, on 
his occaſion, by Lies, and Calumnies; by per- 
ſonal undeſerved Praifes, and undeſerved A- 
buſes, were taken away, I fear the remainder 
would be very inconſiderable. The May, who is 
now, it ſeems, made our Champion, we both a- 
gree, is not more hated by one fide, than He is 
Y Katy deſpiſed by the other. For my; own 
te 208 , Part, 
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of hazarding a total Ruin of vs all toge- 
ther; of endangering the whole Confederacy ; 
of forcing upon Europe a diſhonourable Peace, 
and of laymg open our ſelves to the greateſt 
Heats and Quarrels. As much as I have ever 
oppoſed the'Whigs, and as heartily as J have ever 
eſpouſed another Intereſt, I profeſs I would not, 
for all the World, be the Man who fhonld at this 
time bring abont'ſo terrible and hazardous Alte- 
rations : which can hardly without a Miracle, be 
unattended with the moſt fatal Conſequences, 
both Abroad, and at Home. Abroad, we cannot 
our ſelves deny it, the diffidence and diſtruſt 
upon'an entire change here, muſt be as great as, 
we know, the confidence and ſecurity to be at 

preſent: And fo the ſole End of a twenty Years 


War, all at once difappointed, even when it is 


come within view of a Concluſion. At Home, 
ſuch Threatnings have been given out, and ſuch 
Inſults made, that I dread to think, leſt the 
Field of Election ſhould become a Held of Battle. 
This however, 1 cannot help foreboding, that if 
there be any one happy conſequence of ſach 
charges at this time, it muſt be to the common E- 
nemy; if any miſerable, it muſt be to our native 
Country. | 
Alas! Whither are we running fo haſtily ? 
And what 1s the Spirit which we have been rai- 
ſing? We fee the beginnings of theſe things; 
but we ſee not the end. Would it not make a 
Man of ſober Senſe, Heart. ſick, to hear what is 
. vented, (by means of our Encouragement, and 
our protection, forſooth) from thoſe Palpzts in 
which our Friends do fo ſuperabundantly at this 
time 15zumph ! The yomg Man, juſt come from 
the Unverſity ; and the old Man that hath been 
long in the World; (thoſe ] mean, that are _— 
* 6 9 
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(19) 
of our Party agree in makingtbemtoo often places 
of Liberty, how much ſoever they are againſt Li- 
berty in others. Nothing hardly now to be heard 
of from them, but the ſuperiority of the Crown 
to every thing, except the Church; the B. ency 
of Church, and Churchmen upon the State; the Royal 
and Divine Diguity of the Przeftbood; the entire De- 
pendenge of us poor Laity upon their Abſolutions 
and Benedictiomm; not without frequent Hints 
concerning the reftitution of Churc de; and 
open Declarations, that any notice taken by the 
Civil Power, of what they think fit to deliver from 
the Palpit, is downright Perſecution, and Uſurpa- 
tion. Behold I am with yon to the end of the World. 
As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I you. A Royal 
Prieftbood—, Shall periſb in the gam-ſaying of 
Core. Aſe for the old Paths. They that reſiſt, 8c. 
Theſe and the like paſſages of Scripture, di - 
Rorted from their original Deſign, furniſh them 
with plentiful matter, for magnifying themſelves 
and their Office; as well as for — the 
Slavery of all others. And as one madneſs of the 
People, draws on another; ſo who knows, what 
may be the conſequence of ſo many - fine ft 
rangues ? Some, I find, are come already to talk 
of the Cat holick Church of England : Which is 
the old Popiſh Blunder of a wnverſal particulr 
Chwch. What they may come to next, I cannot 
divine. We have opened our Preachers Mouths, 
and whoſhall ſhut them, we know-not. We have 
tavght them to cry out againſt all judicial Notice, 
25 bemons Wickedneſs, and Diabolicel broafim: And 
now it all be Iawful for them to vent any 
* one ! The more bold, the more like a Miniſter 
of God, who is to, anſwer at auot her Tribal, 
for the abuſe of his Office, and not to earthly 
Judges! If they are ſo weak, as to think, thit 
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we deſire and long for their Dominion, any more 
than the Vhigs, they are as much miſtaken as 
ever Men were : But if ve ſtill $9 on to encou- 
rage ſuch a Spirit in them, and ſuch extravagant 
lights, as it may be to hard, in time, to re- 
ſtrain; I know who are the Fools. We may 
Natter our ſelves, they are doing our Work: 
hut it is manifeſt they are doing their om. We 
Imagine them our Tools : But, 1 fear, the Tools 
nay come to be too hard for the Fork- 
Ven. | 2 
= You have hear my free Thoughts. I have 
W this p:culiarity in my Temper, that I am more 
affected and angry, at the Vices, and Evil Pra- 
Wctices of my own Party, than of the contrary : 
Wand think my ſelf more obliged to declare a- 
WW ezinſ them. And I cannot but think, there ne- 
ver was ſuch Ground as there is at this time. We 
W vſed to complain of the Methods and Arts of the 
Whigs And we are now combating them with 
more infamous Weapons, than they ever, in my 
memory, uſed againſt ns. We are lamenting the 
Profaneneſs of others: What greater Profaneneſi 
is there than to be Wicked — 232 We 
are crying out upon Fypocrifie : t greater 
Bppos i © — ach to make an extravagant 
noiſe about Obedience, the Cloak for Tinbulency ? 
And, what ſeems a Fate upon us, our Vit it dwand- 
led with our Honeſty, and our Senſe hath forſaken us 
together with our Plain dealing. I know not how it 
is with you in London; but in the Cowntry, I pro- 
teſs to you, I can hardly meet with any one thi 
writ on our ſide, but what ĩs either 1nhumanly dull 
or nbumanly abufrve, what is enough to make either 
the Man very fck, or the Chriſtian very melancbolj. 
Whether it be that the chiet Lizht of our Canſe is 
at preſent carried in a Dark Lantern, or that 
| our 


C n2 0 
| dur New-Heads are reſolved to keep all their deep 
Senſe within their own unſearchable Breafts; or 
that it is thought beſt to adapt every thing to the 
| Capacity of Watermen, Porters, Carmen, and 
| Plowmen, leaving Gentlemen, and Men of com- 
| mon Senſe to ſhifr for themſelves ; or that we 
| in the Conntry are permitted to have nothing 
X7 but what ſome Whbig-Bookſellers in Town will let 
| us: This can affure you, that I can meet with 
nothing to put into the Hands of a ſenſible Whig. 
| Neighbour who viſits me, but what makes him 
| think us anvfpidly mad, and what ſets him ten 
| times more againft us than he was before. The 
| luaſt Paper I fent him, He this Morning return. 
ed, with this Note in the Blank-leaf. God be 
thanked, I have now lived to ſee the Party- writing: 
of: the Tories as void of Wit, ar I ever thought 
therr Cauſe to be, of Reaſon. I deſire, if You have 
* any thing nem that may ſerve to take off this Re. 
proach, You would immediately ſent it down 
to me. But of all things I entreat You, let me 
F | have nothing that bears any relation to the Au- 
3 thor of Dmothy aud Philathens, who, I hear, hath 
31 been dabling again. For a Wag is my Averfion : 
| and, with me, want of Decency it always want of 
Y Senje; His firſt Fork gave me diſguſt enough 
4 and confeſs my amazement is ly yet dimi- 
| niſhed, that Chriftiancand Divines, who expung d, 
| as I have been inform d, ſo much of his Obſcemty, 
Profanenefs, and Folly, could ſtill leave fo much 
| behind: eſpecially when they had MartiaPs eaſy 
| | Rule before them, nia litura poteft. There are a 
1 fart of Writings, not to be corrected but by one long 
N black ffrole of the En. RENE | 
| 
| 
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Indeed, we have hardly one Writer on our ſide, 

as I {:e: but the Weight of a numerous Company 
of Soriblers, void of Senſe and Good Manners; ſpa- 
. ring 


6 
11 
ring neither Dead nor Living ; infdting the one, be- 
yond Example, and abuſing the ot her, beyond Par 
tience. If auy of us condeſcend to argue, we are 
forced to acknowledge the truth of the main · 
Principles,as hath been now done in the Face of the 
whole World. And yet the next News we hear of 
from our Quarter, is Obedience without Reſerves, 
and I know not what Monſters of equal Wickedueſs 
and Nonſenſe. When we are forced to explain our 
ſelves upon Abſolute Non-rejiſtance, or Hereditary | 
Right : we have the Abſurdity to on that by A- 
ſolute Non reſiſtance, we mean a Non-refiftance which 
is not ſolute; and that by Hereditary Right, we 
mean the ſame with the bigs Parliamentary Right. 
And yet we havethe Conſcience to raiſe the Spirits 
of the poor People againſt them, by the deceitful 
uſe of theſe Words, and by Clamours about a Dif- 
ference, where we cannot maintain any. If this 
- don't do, why then We have a farther Fetch; viz. 
to tax them with ſecret Intents againſt our Church 
and Monarchy, contrary to all the Rules, I will not 
ſay of Chriſtanity ; (for it ſeems to be forgotten 
that We are Chriſtians ʒ) but of Heat hen FJuſlice, or 
Mabometam Honefty. In one Word, Our ion, 
our Addreſſes, our Writers, our Methods, are all 
of a piece. I will undertake that, at a lucky con- 
juncture of Circumſtances, the beſt Set of Priuci- 
ples, and of Men that ever yet appeared, might be 

run down, and exploded, for a time, by the like 
Ferſons, and the like Means. But remember again, 
What l have ſaid.to You, 4hey that make uſe of 

them will, at length, be ſunk by them. 
© Before I eaſe You of this trouble, I will add a 
Word or two. Our Friends are grown very fond 
of Faſt days. But their Thoughts, I find, always 
turn upon the Sins of others. Why ſhould we not 
for once call to mind our own? and inſtead of 
| Wir #8 + $4, v "4 bumbling 
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humbling our ſelves for the Madneſs of Liraticlt, 
or che Folly of thoſe whom no body regards, and 
"few fo much as knew of, before We, out of our 

ChriſtianCompaſſion,diſcloſedthe Infernal Scene; 

inftead of this, I ſay, why ſfiould we not pub- 
| lickly repent in Duſt and Ashes for that Scene 
of Villay, and Scandal, which is working on our 

. fide, and which I cannot fay, we'defire fo much 

| 1 as to ſeem to diſcourage. And for the time to come; 
| let us dare to be honelt ; if we think fit to enter 
the Lifts, let us combat our Neighbours upon e- 
qual Terms, and not be ſo diſhonourable as to fight 
them with Weapons that make us an Overmatch 
for all that have any degree of Love to theit Com- 
55, or of Mod iy, or of Humanity, left. I am, &c. 
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I have juft now receiv/d the Impartial Account of the Pro- 
ceedings in the laſt Seſſions, c. and have conſider d it e- 
nough to tell you, that I am ſtill mare confirm'd in what I have 
been lamenting. The very Tule-page is Knavery ;- and the 
Concluſion as . platnly-points fo 7 Reſtoration, as any 

«re could well dare to do, before it comes to paſs, The Tender- 

& it neſs expreſs'd, p. II. to Papiſts and Non · jurors, as if [it was 
unreaſonable to look upon them 15 Enemits ready to diſturb our 
Government, hath an appearance in it, ſhocking to every hone i 
Man who hath talen the Oaths ; And the ridiculous Con. radi · 
Aion of boaſting of the Teal of the Mob, againſt thoſe whom 

, dur Friends hade nick-nam'd Republicans. and yet attempting to 
throw the ſcandal of the Tumults up9n thoſe very perſons who are 
ſo nich-named, will remain upon record, as great a Te/timony of 

Underſtanding, as the former is of Honeſty: I am told we are 

IE indebted to a ceſebrated Patron of our Cauſe for this Account, 

N If this be true, ſo much the worſe ; ſo much the greater lad of is 
Scardal upon . I paſs by multitude of other points which, 1 
am ſorry to ſay, are utterly, unjaſtiſialle. Iacegrity and Ho- 
nour ſeem to te entirely forgotten. God helpa Cauſe that 6 
ted by ſuch MOT _ £ 
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